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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more 
than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pape (5,779,600). 

1. As to claims 1, 2 and 10, Pape discloses an exerciser comprising a base 
(12), a magnetic rotating wheel (48), a rotary member (46) as substantially 
claimed, means for driving the wheel (36,42,46, 50,52) and a fan device (56) 
attached onto said rotating wheel to rotate in concert with the wheel when 
driven by the driving means to inherently generate cooling air (see Figs. 1, 4B & 
6 and Col. 2, line 52 - Col. 3, line 5). 

Claims 1, 2 and 10 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pyles (5,051,638). 

2. As to claims 1, 2 and 10, Pyles discloses an exerciser comprising a base, 
a magnetic rotating wheel (13), a rotary member (hidden sprocket in Fig. 15) as 
substantially claimed, means for driving the wheel (pedals) and a fan device (1) 
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attached onto said rotating wheel to rotate in concert with the wheel when 
driven by the driving means to generate cooling air (see ABSTRACT, Figs. 1-3 & 
15-18 and Col. 4, lines 6-15). 

Claims 1 and 3-7 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Huang (6,736,761). 

3. As to claims 1 and 3-7, Huang discloses an exerciser comprising a base 

(41), rotating wheel (31), means for driving the wheel (when 22 is rotated) and a 

fan device (33) attached onto said rotating wheel to rotate in concert with the 

wheel when driven by the driving means to generate cooling air (see Figs. 3 & 

5-7 and Col. 4, lines 48-53). Huang further discloses that the fan device (33) 

includes a plate secured to the rotating wheel (31) via screws (333) and a 

plurality of fan blades extended radially and outwardly from the plate wherein 

each blade includes a side segment laterally extended out of said plate and an 

inner portion having an inclined surface that are spaced away from an opening 

(331) of the plate (see Fig. 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 1, 3, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious 
over Pape (5,779,600) in view of Stevens (6,302,827). 

4. As to claims 1, 3, 8 and 9, Pape discloses an exerciser comprising a base 
(12), rotating wheel (48), means for driving the wheel (52) and a fan device (56) 
attached onto said rotating wheel to rotate in concert with the wheel when 
driven by the driving means to inherently generate cooling air (see Figs. 1 and 
4B). Pape does not disclose that the fan device includes a plate secured to the 
rotating wheel wherein the plate includes a peripheral flange, having an inner 
diameter equal to an outer diameter of the rotating wheel, extending laterally 
from one side to engage the rotating wheel to firmly attach the fan device to the 
wheel. Steven discloses a resistance- adjusting device having a fan device (11) 
that includes a plate secured to a rotating wheel (5) wherein the plate includes 
a peripheral flange, having an inner diameter equal to an outer diameter of the 
rotating wheel, extending laterally from one side to engage the rotating wheel to 
firmly attach the fan device to the wheel (see Figs. 1 and 2). At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
substitute Papes' driving wheel and fan device with Steven's driving wheel and 
fan device since both combinations are functionally equivalent in providing a 
similar exercise resistance means while the latter combination arguably works 
more efficiently since magnetic forces are applied to the planar surface of the 
plate as opposed to just a peripheral edge as shown by Page (see Fig. 4). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Chen '792, Woods et al. '270, Friesl '613, Kolda '477, Wang et al. '694, Chen 
'032 and Tobias et al. '601 are representative of the prior art that discloses 
exercise devices having fan components. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Tarn Nguyen whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4979. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 

a 

Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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